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foovement had been suspended at bis instance.
And so little were Gen. Halleck and the Secretary
- War eolightened as to the true state of the facis
‘at they urged the President to dismiss the two
¢ Zicerson whose information hehad acted, as though
the President, aftsr he had made their opinions
his own, could homorsbly punish them for giv-
ing him counsel which he bad judged to be more
relisble than that of all his other advisers put to-
sether.  For he acted on the udvioe of Generals
(lochrane and Newton, without thinking it neoes-
sary to take either Gen. Buroside or Gen Halleck
or the Secretary of War into his confidence. The
President doubtless koew how much the opinions
.4 Gen. Halleck were wcrth in deciding a military
‘(usstion, but while the laster held the post of Ge-
eral-in-Chief heshould have been treated with the
orms of respeot due to his office.

A few weeks later and Gen. Burnside resigned
his command. Gen. Hooker was appointed to suc-
seed him—the same Gen. tiooker who, when
usked by the Congressional Committee on the Con-
duet of the War why the campaign in the Virginia
peninsuls bad failed, did not hesitate to ascribe
«hat falure “to & want of generalship in the com-
«ander.”  The President, haviog tried in Gen.
Barnsids s man who had no confidence ‘in him-
self, seems to have thought that it would bo wise
to try in Gen. Hooker a man who had no confi-
dence in any body but himself. So Gen. Hooker
was placed in command of the Army of the Poto-
1ae, though at that very time he was resting un-
der charges from Gen. Burnsido calling for his im-
mediate dismissal from the army of the United
States, on the ground of not having faithfully sus-
tained his commander in some recent movements
which Gen. Burnside had dirceted. When Gen.

*ape made representations to the effect that he bsd
ot been properly and loyally sustaived by Gen.
itz John Porter, the latter was subsequently re-
lieved of his command and put on trial, which re.
wulted in his dismissal from the army. When

“uaeneral Burnside made similar representations

sgeinst CGieneral Hooker, aud even called for
lis summary dismiseal without trial, not only
was Gen. Hooker not dismissed the serviee, but
his accuser was relitved from command ; not only
was Gen, Hooker not relieved from command, but
he was not even placed on trial; snd not only was
he not placed on trial, but he reecived a new proof

THE PENINSULAR OAMPAIGN.

A BECRET AND IMPORTANT CHAPTER IN THE
HISTORY OF THE WAR.

FHILADELPHIA, BEPTEMBER 27, 1564
To Hon. Wm. D. Kelley, Philadelphia,

My Deag BiR: Our acqusintgnce and all of the rels-
fions thut have ever existed between us sre confined to
two or three accidenlal meetings, at ose of which you
were pleased to refer to the lasting impression made upon
you when & poor boy by the kindness of my father, who
always took you by the hsnd and gave you cheering
friendly words of encouragement and advies, You were
pleased to scknowledge to the son the kiod and valusble
influences received by you from the fatber, and to proffer
your friendly services whenever they would be acceptable.
Under the above circumstances you prepared for me
and wy friends no ordinary surprise when you delibeiately
composed, delivered, and published in the Prees, of the
23d instant, & voluntary unprovoked attack upoo me in the
following words :

“1t got out that the President was determined to bave
the arwy moved, and it was found that Gen. McClellan
had o plan; aud bers I may sta‘e that we owe the Pe-
ninsula eampuigo to those distivguisked Benators, Latham
of Calfornis, and Rice of Minaesota, aud a brigadier in
the eolumn of Joseph Hovker. Gen. MoClellan's plan was
conoveted by others, and put into his haods. It was
sgréed on in 8 council of war That plan was submitted
to the President. 1t :&a submitted in the presenca of
Secretary Stwnton. Htaiton put them through a strict
course of examiiation. One Geperal, Bleoker, owned
that he did not understand the plan, but would sustaiu it,
ag be thought he bad to obey the wandates of bis ebi. f.
Gen. Nuglee was oue of those present, and Btanton ob-
sarved that Le had but one slar. *Sir,’ said Mr. Stanton,
‘you bave no right here! ‘I am represahting Gen

Houoker, said ke, It was afterwards found out that Gen.
Naglee was nbsent without leave, and that fighting Joe
Hooker knew no hing of the council.”

Now, my dear sir, this statement is simply fslse, and on
the part of your friend, Mr. Edwin M. Stauton, Becretary
of War, maliciously false. The Perinsular campaign ws
nit indicated by ** Senators Latham of California, aud Riee
of Minunesota, and & Brigadier in the column of Joseph
Hooker," us naserted by you. Gen. Nagles waa at Whaah-
ington with propar leave, and with the full knowledge of
@a. Hooker, and was a member of the Council of War by

direction of Gen. McClellan, to represent the division of
the army at Budd's Ferry, in the sbsenca of Gen. Hooker,
who was too far removed from Washington to be present.
And, unfortunately for the verscity of Mr. Stanton. the

impertinent remarke you asoribe to him eould not have
been made, for thers were no officers of the Couneil of
War en*itled at that time to more than one star,

Now, Judge, you know, or should know, that the repu-
tation of Mr. Stsnton for truth snd veracity is not above
suspicion, and that you may well believe any thing that
way ba said regarding his great incivilily and rudeuess, for,

not excepting yourself, I have never seenor heard of an

vfficer or civilisan who did not condemn Lim for the utter
want of all the requisizes of u gentlemun,

This is not the first time Mr, Stanton ks been guilty of

of the Council of War on the mind of the President, snd
;huhmm&oﬂuhd those who bad been insist-
ing upon the removal of Gen. MoClellsn, lasted for four or
five hours, during which time it was only interrupted by
an ooeasiousl expression of the President, indicating bis
satisfaction and gratifiostion st the many explanations of
mililary movements contemplated, and which he had not
before been able to comprehend.

It was now getting dark. Mr, Stanton's questions indi-
cated approaching exhsustion, sad finding there was &
silence which called for a cessation of hostilities on his part
for the n'ght, Mr. Lincoln expressed himself highly grati-
fied with the interview, ssid he was impressed with the
earuestoess and intelligeneo of tha officers presont, and
that he had every coufidence in them He was now de-
terwined oot to remove Gen, McClellan, a8 e had promis-
ed to do, but that hs should make his CAMPRIGD, B8 BPProV-
ed by the Couneil of War, under restrictions, which he
would make known on the following moerning at ten o'clock,
whea he desired the presenco of all of the oficers of the
council, snd uut | after which time be desired thut none of
them should leave the city.

Before leaving the President, the Recorder of the Coun-
cil approsched the Becretary and enid: “If you plesse,
Mr. Staoton, perwit me to have the proceedings of the
Council of War, that they may be copied i a fair hand, aod
General Buwner, the President of tke Council, will sign
them, the Recorder will sign them, and they will then bs
in proper form." “I'm just as good & judge of the form
88 you ure," was the reply of your friend, Other incivili
ties havo bren atlempted by Mr, Stanton towards me, the
mapner aud result of which he has peither furgotten nor
forgivon, and whioh ho may relate lo you wheuever he
may feel so diaposed. :

On the following morning, at the appolnted hour, when
all of the officers of the Council of War had assembled,
Mr. Lineoln eaid: “ I have slept batter than for two wr eks.
I 3¢l relieved of an immense responsibility. I have deter.
mined upon the following programme, which ha submitted
verbally, and which wus substantiall y a8 followa:

“1 will permit Gen. MeClellan to carry out his esm-
paign. He shall leave sufficient foree to dafend the works
before Washington  Ho shall embark fifiy thousand wen
from Aunapolis, and then, unl-ss the batteries on the Po-
tomns, which you assure me will necessurily be sbaud: n.
ed, are withdrawn gr silsuced, I shall resvrve my authority
to ewbark other troops.” He then said, I have deter-
mined to divide Gen, MeClellan's army into four eorps, and
I shall sppuint the comannders of them.”

And niterwards he promoted the four officers who had op-
posed Gen. MeClllan’s campaign, three of whom he ap-
pointed to the command of corps, and, with the exoeption
of Gens. Frauklin snd Smilh, who have been the subjects
of gonstant annoyanca and indignities since, the others have
all been dismissed from the army. :

The Pemmsular campaign was propossd by Gen. Me-
Clellsn whilst commander-in-chief of (he armies of the
United Btates, nnd was intended to be made with the forces
then under his command in Kastern Virginia, estimated at
over 200,000 men. It was so accepted by the President,
and the movement was commenced upon that basis. Gen.

of the confidence reposed in him by the Adminis- | the most deliborste malicious misrepresentation, and fur | McClelian bad sonrcely lefc Washington to tske the field,

tration.
ousted from his command, while the acoused saw
promoted to take his place. )

How poorly Gen. Hooker justificd the favoritism
thus shown him is read in the blocdy record of the

upon my arrival in Washirgton, immediately after the con-
clusion of ** the seven days’ fight,” 4o.the beginning of Ju-
ly of 1562, and when I was surprised to learn that during
the eontinusnce of that desperste struggle, and during the
tim» of dreadful euspense, whilet nothing could be heard

It was the accuser in this case who was | your grat.fication I will relate an iustunce that oecurced | When the Becretary of War relieved him of all the armies

not under his, Gen. McClellan's, immediate command, and
arsumed comwmend of them himself. The troops left in
Nortbeastern Virginia were placed under the command of
MeDowell, Banks, Fremont, and Kigel, each being inde-
peudent of the otler, sud of Gen MeClellan, and all sub-

“attle of Chancellorsville. Crossing the Rappa- | of Gen MoClellan and bis gallaot army, Mr. Stanton had ject to the order of Mr, Btanton. Whilet the above divicicn

*nnock in the opening days of May, 1863, with
s hundred &nd fifty thousand men, he was de-
sted by Gen, Lee with forty-nine thousand, and,

every where denounced Gen, MeClellan as a traitor to his
country and as incapable of commanding a regiment. I
learned this from & number of the members of Congrees,
who were astonished and confeunded, and who with pain

of our army was teking place, the Confederates concen-
trated theirs, until, on the 20th day of June, Gen MeClel
lan found bimeell before Richmond with 85,000 men, (in-
cluding MoCall's division,) and was attacked by the con-

ter daplomble Iosgeg’ retreated across the same | eagerly sought from me some explanation of sueh extraor- | centrated Confederute furee of 175 000 st the very moment

river to find shelter in vhe entrenchments which
he had left but a few days before.

Then ensued a long delay before Fredericks-]
burg—at least it would have been called so
uder General McClellan, but it was not no-
ticed under General Hooker—during which Gene-

' ml Lee, finding no enemy with courage enough

s0 confront him at that point, betook himself by
slow and easy marches to Pennsylvania, which he
invaded in the summer of 1863, Inthe very erisis
of this daring movement Gen. Hooker was remov-
ed from the sommand of the Army of the Potomao,
the President holding, it scems, that the apo-
thegm whick points 2 ‘moral against the expediecn-
oy of “ swapping horses while crossiog a stream,”
kas no application to Generals or to Cabinet officers,
but is resecved exclusively for the benefit of a
President “situated as ke is circumstanced and
cireumstan:ed as he is situated.”” Creneral Meade
t ok up the daton dropped by Gen. Hooker, and

ost worthily has he wielded it from the day when
he repulsed the army of Lee at Clettysburg down
to the present time.

EX-PRESIDENT FILLMORE FOR McCLELLAN.

From the following correspondence it will be
seen that Ex-President Minrarp FILLMoRE, 8
true patriot and & wise and just Prestdent, has
pronouaced emphatically in favor of the nominecs
of the Chicago Convention for President and Vice
President of the United States :

BurrFaLo, SEPTEMBER 28, 1264,
DEeanr Biw: Your favor of the 26th hss this woment
coms to hand, in which you request my permiasion to pubi-
+h my lettar to you of the Gth inetant
Chat letter, like all lettora of wine, way intended to be
ivate; not becsuse it contained any sentiment which I
whed to concenl, but simply becsuse 1 bad a great sver-
1 o appenaring in the nawspapers; but you seemed to
ok its publication might do good to the eonseivative
wse—in which'I confean I feel n very dedp intereat—and.
‘a8 I have roeeived similsr information fiom other sources,
I bave reluctantly come to the eonclusion to permit it to
be published. >
¢ The fnot ill. that I see no reasoonublo prospect ol a resto.
ration of this Union—the object nearest my heart—with-
out & ehengs of the avowed poliey of this Administrationh,
and I eee no prospect of changiog that poliey but by a
ohange of the Adminiatration itseif. Ilenece I nm for a
soge, and I look wpon the eleetion of Ger. MeCle]lan as
Inst kop® fur (ha restoration of the Union, sn honorable
e, and Lhe security of personsl liberty ;: and this yiu
sy publiah to the world as my viewaon the pending crisia.
Jat I sball enter into no argument in supp rt of my opin
ion, nor do 1 intend hereafter to depart from that silence
which I impose upon myse!f from an nawillingoees to min-
gle, or asem to misgle, in parly politice; for I do not eon-
sider mysell o& belonging to mny party, snd I feel wholly
indifferent 10 sny party success aa such, and am only anxi-
ous for the honor and welfare of my beloved but blecding
and suffering country,
I am, in grest haste, tru'y yours,

MiLLarD FILLMORE,
F. H. CnurcHiLL, Eusq.

BUFFALO, SEPTEMBRR b, 1804,

GENTLEMEN : Please to aceept my thanks for the honor

m have done e by inviting me to be present at a ratifi

ifion meeting to be held in Uuion Square on the Sth 'in-
.tant, and to addreas the meeting.

‘While I shall with great pleasure cast my vote for Gen.
MoClellan and Mr. Pendleton, yet I regard myself as wholly
withdrawn from party contests, and therefure Iattend no
political meetings, make no specches, and write no letters
foP publication.

With my best wishes for the success of your ticket—for
on that, in my opinisn, depands the salvation of our country—

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

-~ MILLARD FILLMORE.
Mesars. F. H. Choichill, Henry W, Allen, Samuel Board-
man, John P. Nagle, Joha Bulley, jr., Jubn H. Decker,
Committee.

Gen. Siohlu has declined & nomination from the Union

’ nm of the Nioth distriet of New York for Congreas, a8
has determined to ignore politios until after the war.

dinary eonduet. .
I could render them no satisfaction, but reported the
circumatances to Geo. Mc_lellan upon my arrival at his
headquarters on the following day, the 8th of July. His
surprise, Judge, was greater than mine; without uttering
a word, he turned to his portfulto, took from it a letter,
which he placed before me, and said . * Read that; I have
just received it from Mr, Stanton.” With his conseut, I
mude & copy of the letter, sud, returning to Washington,
placed it in the hands of those who had hesrd the denun-
ciations ef Mr. Stanton, and who bad sdvised me of them.
Tuey desired to read it to the Senate, and to publish the
outrage and tbe vindieation, and they telegrapbed to Gen.
MeCleilsn for bis permipsion, which he declined to give
them. 'The followiog is & copy of the letter :
Wai DEPARTMENT,
Washington, 'Ju!y 5, 1862,

Major Gen. MeCLELLAN. - Dear General: | bad » talk
with Uen Marcy, and meant to have written you by him,
but I nafl called tu the country, where Mrs. Stanton is with
her cliiliren, 1o see one of them die. I can therefore only
suy, my dear Geperal, in this briel moment, that toere ia
Lo cnuse iumy heart or conduct for the eloud thay wicked
men bave raised between us for their own base and selfish
purposes. No msn bad ever a truer friend than I have
been to you, and ehall continue to ba, You are seldom
absent frum my thoughts, and I sm ready to muke any sa-
erifics to aid you. Time allows we to eay po wore thao
that I piny Almighty God te deliver you and your army
from nll peril, and lead you cn to vietory.

Youre, truly, Epwin M. 8raNTon.
Now, Judge, what thick you of this man, who, made
Becretary of War by the r quest and infaence of Gen. Me-
Cle!lan, was vilifying and abusing and u:toring faleehoods
agninat him, and who could at the ssme time sit down and
deliberntely write such a letier 1 :
You have referred to the Council of War held in Wash-
ington in March of 1862, Every effort has been made, in
vain, to bring the proceedings of that couneil befors the
pu-lie. A call was made for them in the House of Repre-
sentatives, aud wee tabled by the Republican party. A
requast made by the Recorder of that Counoeil, of Mr. Stan-
ton, to sllow him to bave the proceedings made up in pro-
per form, was refused in a most rude and insulting manoer,
and the papers have never been sllowed to lenve his pos-
#session ginee,
Now, Judge, for your especial benefit, I will relate the
bistory of that important event, thaf you may, if you will,
do justice tosll coneerned.
‘I e Couneil of War consisted of
Brig. Gen. Fumner, Brig. Gen. Keyes,

s McDowell, L A. Porler,

“ Franklin, - L W F Bmith,
" ¥. J. Porter, e Barnard,

“ MeCall, s Bleuker,

o Heinlzelmuo, o Naglee,

ench entitled to but “one star." Tt was ealled together
by order of Gen. McClellan on the night of Mareh 7, 1863,
to eomvene at 10 A. M. on the following day.

Gen, MoClellan cama into the Couneil room at the hour
appointed, and, placing on the table a large map, explaived
his proposed Pecinsulnr Campsign, which befors this t me
I believe to have been known to no one present excepting
Gen. Fraoklin and probably FitzJ Porter, Upon retiring
be left upon the table, for the consideration of the couneil,
the fullowing inquiries :

I. Whether it is advisable that the base of operations
shinll be changed, the transportation being ready st Anna
polis in sl of next week.

I1. Whether it is better to make an advanoe to the front
belore changing the bass, should such n obange be deter-
mined upon.

p111. Whetber a forward movement, with the object of
destroying the river batteries, is advisable, and when it
can be commenced, and whether the naval fores, with the
aenigfnnce of the Kriomson battery, can alone nocomplish
that objeet.

After a session of three Lours the ocouncil were sum-
moned to appesr before the President. ' Ha advised them
that ho was quite unwell and exceediogly nervous, that the
pressure bad been intense against Gen, MeClellan. He
expreased himsell gratified to have the opportunity to see
nnd know the cfficers of the army, and to be instructed by
them in regard to army matters, which were to him very
incomprehenaible,

I iuformed him that, ae Recorder of the Council of
War, which had held its seasion by order of Gen. MeClesl
Ino, I would adviee him of the result of its prooeedings,
and then read them to him. * What,” raid he, ** have the
Council decided by a vote of eight to four—iwo to one—in
favor of the Pevinsular campaign 77  He then asked many
questions in regord to the same, until Mr. Stanton came in,
sod I proposed to resd tbe prossediogs to Lim. He re-
plied, ** Glive me the papers, 1'll read them myself,” snd,
aiter readiog them over and preparing his notes, he, as you
sy, “' put them (the couneil) through thes strict course of
examination” which you refer to. This examination, made

for the purpose of neutralizing the effest of the decision

when MeDowell, under protest, witbdrew hia nasistance
from McClellan, by the orders of the President and Secre-
tary of War.

The eampsign under Gen. Grant did not commence until
tha 4th of May, 1864 Thet of Chancellorsville, in which
the casuslties of that army were estimated at thirty thou-
sand men, aod whieh, but for the Providentisl killing of
Stonewsll Juckson, would have been aonibilated, was |
planned by the President and Gen. Hoeker, or, to use the
President's own words, by “ Joe and I, of which the Se-
cretary of War and Geo. Halleck were kept profoundly
ignorant, snd was not commenced until May 2,1863 ; whil:t
that of the Peninsula, for the delay of whick Gen. MaClel-
Isn was &0 much eensured, was commenced on the 25th of
Mareh, 18G2, forty days in advanece of eitber of tha others
Why this bitler eomity. and persecution of Gen Me-
Clellan ' Why in the beginaing of Mareh was the Presi
deunt pressed to death to remove bim, even befors he had
made his first trisl in command of the Army of the Poto-
mne? Why did a distinguished member of the Heuate on
the 17th of March write to me :

“‘Lhe cry agninst McClellan is inoreasing ; every efiort
is being made to crush him. What possitle chaves bas
Gen. McC ellun to rucceed when his own Givernment
did every thing in their power to ewbarrass bie mova
ments and bresk bim down ? One would think his task
sufficiently onerous, lsborious, and regponsible, when,
without experience, after the firat dieastrons rout at gull
Ruu, he reorganized the armies of the Unit-d States nnd
was prepariug to fight them, without the additionsl con
vietion being forerd vpon him at every step that his own
Government were determined to erush him.”

J dge, you and I met within ten days after the drendful
battles before Richmond.  You attacked Gen. MeClellan
with & bitterness and feelivg that ill beeomes & Christian
gentleman. I then begged you not to break down Gen.
MoClellan until you bad given bim a fair-trisl, and until
you bud found u better man, and cballenged you to nawe
& betler General. I now do the same thing, and appeal
to the record of the past thirty mouthe, and to the rivars
of blood that bave fuwn sines, to sustain what I then
aaserted. I refer you to the opigions of foreign officers,
and I assure you that among the old «flicers of tbe army
I aball ba fully sustained.

The preference of Gen. MeClelian for the peninaula
campaign and the condemnation of the President's plan
have been fully pustained. The families and friends-of the
one bundred and (hirty thousand men lost south of the
Rapid-Ann eince the 4th of May last proclsim it every
whers. Mr. Stantoo told the country st that time he had
a bundred thousand men mord than he wanted, and now he
tolls you he wants a bundred thousand more men.

Gen. Grant erossed the Rapid-Ano with an army va-
riously eatimated at from one hundred and eighty thou-
a0 10 . csusn vanman snss eees 120,000

He afterwa ds added Butler’s. ..ccvv oo .. cveea. 40,000
He wan retnforead. e coioan iriice cann i ue e 45,000
Making, exclusiva of Sigel's 30,000. ...... 206 000
On the 1at of Beptember our forees were eati-
mated, exclusive of Bhendan's 30,000, at. ... 60,000
Gen. Leo bad on the Kapid Ano, slber be had con-
contrated Bid APMY «cceee venaen cvecnne vanaas 85,000
Beauregard joined him st Richmond with hias
furces from the South, which, with those near
Petersburg, amounted 10.eeen. . amus seamunne 30,000
Brackioridge brought eceee e cocansiunnn.. 10 000
And Lee was reinforoed probably ........ ... 30,000

—

Mokt i Ml cie s i e s isane ausn s 15000

On the lst of Beptember hin forces wers esti-

mated, st Richmond, 8t .ccccecaccanunun .. 45000
Exelusive of Early's command...... ........... 30,000
Yhou ing the discharges and loss from Grant to be 150,000
And that of Lee to be....ooeeervvncnnicneaa.. 55,000

Judge Kelley, were the records of the Couneil of War
and that of * the striot course of examination” made by
Mr. Stanton, indicatiog the very difioulties and dreadiul
lossen Gen. Grant has lately sustained, ever placed before
him? And why not? And who ie responsible for the one
hundred th d men u ily and wickedly saori-
ficed south of the Rapid-Ann, in the oxperiment made to
prove that Gen. MeClellau wnd the Cuuncil of War were
wrong sod that the President’s plan was right 1

The nrmy of the United States, ns you found it at the
commencement of this war, was composed of a high-toned,
intelligent, honorable, gallaut set of men, fully equal to
the contest before them; they had always studiously
avoided all political connections ; many of them had been
thirty years in the service of their country and bad never
voted. They held their country and the honor and integ-
rity of it befure every other consiferation. Had a ryle
been adopted requiring that no politieal subjact should be
introduced Into the army, but that all politioal rights should
be respected, and had army officers only been bheld respon-
sible for the conduct of the war, it would have terminated
long ago.

—Fhe luuls

Wiy have bcQlelisn, and Sedgwick, aod MePhetson,
."d Bayard, sod Fraoklin, and Buell, and Meade, and Av-
erill, sad Porter, and s score of otber ganeral officers, with
hucdreds, if uot thousands, of officers of an inferior grade,
beeu offended and held back, aud many of them dismissed
from the army without s word of explanstion, an arbitrary
sctunkoown in Great Britaia, whilst Pope, and Burnside,
sad Hooker, aud Butler, and Huater, aod Baoks, and
Bigel, aod Bickles, and hundreds of others, certainly oo
better than the furmer, have been preferred 7 Why was
Gen Btone, than whom there is not s more loyal mas, sad
accomplished gentlaman, and gullunt soldier in the country,
ocosfined in prison fifteen montha? - And when released by
an act of Covgress, why was it that peither the President,
nor Beeretary of War, uor Seoretary of State, tior other
persous at Washington would assent to any knowledge or
auy participation in the arrest? Sueh outreges sre ealeu.
lated to break down the honor and esprit de corps of sny
army, and all bave luoked on with disgust and horror and
pain at the shum ful injusties and outrages that have becn
contivus'ly heaped upon so wany of their old fricuds aud
comrades in arms, whow they know incapsble of an un-
gentlemanly, dishonorable, uusuldierly, or dialoyal aot,

“fhy did the Cowwittes on the Conduet of the War in-
vestigato aud fulify with such nice preeision the eonduct
of MeClellsn sud his friends, and overlook the volumes of
charges filed in the War Department agsinst Fremont,
and Bigel, and Huater, and others, and entirely overlook
the immeose slaughter ut Chancollorsville sod Fredericks
burg snd south of the Rupid-Aun? Why did a secret po-
litieal inquiaition, with no other pretext than that they
suspected him of political ambition, sit over five hundrod
days and menulucture over seventeen bundred pages of ¢x
parte testimony sguinst & young officer, s Christian gen-
tlewan, an hovest man, who, Heaven only knows, never
bad but one purpuse, and that to serve bis couniry and
his God ?

You know, Judge, that whilst in Washington Gen. Me-
Clellan studiously avoided all politieal assceiston, and to
such an extent that meuny of his friends of both parties
wers much offiendéd.  The first knowledge thut I ever had
of any politiesl ambition on his part was alter he hiad been
retired from activa servies and sent in disgrace to New
Jersey i and this was after his fitnesa for the guccersion
bad bern discovered by Mr, Liucoln, and the people had
signified their affsction for blm. His letters snd orders
buve been csllad politieal, but they were eminently proper
and refer entirely to the military poliey of the eountry.
But, Ju iga, suppose that we admit that Gen. McClallan
had an smbition to be President of the United Statas, waa
it not a laudable smbition, aod is there any impropriety in
1! Ii the field not open to him as well as to Mr. Liceoln,
or Mr. Fromont, or Mr, Chuse, or the many others iufi.
nilely bis iuferiora ! 8o [ar se the objections to his mii-
tary qitlifications are concerned, we bave ouly to remind
you thet, within the luet sixty duye, a eanfidential friend of
the President was sent to offer him one of the mest im-
portant commande of the srmy. But t is proposition wag
coupled with the most dishonorable eondition that he should
daclive to boe a candidute for the Presidency. Gen. MeClel-
ja0 restraioed bis iud gustion and replied to the bearer of
the mussage, “ Go back to Wasbington, and piy to the Pre-
sident fur we, that when I reseive wy official writlen or
derd ho shall have my snswer."

Beware, Judge, of the intemperato abuse of your politi-
cal opponents, as proud and loysl as you are, who would
rather vee the contivent of Americn sink into the ocean
with sll that dwells upon it than sea our nationslity de.
stroyed; who will oot endure this constant usurpation of
anuthorily and encroachwent upon their rights ; and whom
you may drive into & dread‘ul confliet, in which the sbali-
tiooist aud he negro way find themselves arrayed agaiust
all who will uoitedly stand, hand in hand and shoulder to
shiouller, in defesee of the Copstitution aud the fundamen-
tal lawa of the land. Very respectfully,

HENKY M. NAGLEE.

THi: OPERATIONS AGAINST RICHMOND.

HeAapquarTERS Asmy oF PoroMac, Ocr? 1.
piasted.and earnestly hoped-for * on to
Richmond " of the Army of the Potomac has st length

Corpa next earried the works on the right of the negroes;
thus giviog us the eotire outer line of rebel defences on
this side of Richmond. On the left of the Teuth Corps
Foster's diviaion came up repidly’and oharged twice on the
secoud live of rebel worke, but did ot succeed 1n effeating
a l{udgment within them; though they maintained the
position they had gained on the first line.
The result of this fighting may be summed up in the
statement that we gained possession of the enemy's outer
line of works from about & mile snd & balf from ths river
opposite Drury's bluff to a point on the Central road nesr
ly due nor benst from there, while Kaute's cavalry division
penetrated nlong the Central road 1o within two miles of
Richmond.
The object of the cavalry reconnoissance was to ascer-
lain the rebel strength, and it in said that they fuund the
rebel lines defended by sn adequats fures. On the right
of the Kighteeoth Corps, whers the second division was
cowpelled to retire from the rebel works, the rebel gun-
boats were broughtinto requisition, and operated effactive-
ly to proteot their line against our assault,
T'he third division of the Eighteenth Corps, whieh hnd
the right of that corps, charged and succeeded in carrying
the rifle-pits of the rebels' outer line in their front with
but little luss to themselves,
The beaviost loss incurred was in the second division of
the Eigh-eenth Corps, and in Payne's negro division of
the Tenth Corps. This latter division charged half & mile
eoroas hn open field without firing s shot, and earried the
rebel works at the point of the bayonet. As was to have
been expeoted from the fact that they were 0 long ex
poued to the rebel fira, th ir loss wes very heavy, and &
large number of their dead are stil lying on the field
to-duy.
Tho aggregate loss in the Tenth Corps is betwoen 1,000
aud 1,200, and in the Eighteenth botween 800 and 1,000
in killad, wounded, snd missing,  OFf this number about
200 were eaptured, 500 wounded, 600 killed, and the re-
mainder not yet accounted for.
Bubind the works capturod the encmy have two very
slrong lines,defended by double rows of abatlis, and monnt-
ed with beavy guns, tue eaptura of which, if attempted,
will require a long sud arduous siege, and be attended no
doubt with sn immense saerifice of life. Htill, from the
present disposition of our firces, it would seem that even
theso difficulties are not regarded as insurmonntsble, or as
being an insuperable obstacle agninst the approach of our
troops,

]

OPERATIONS OF THE LEFI WING.

IN THE Fieup BeFore PETERSBURG.
October 1, 1864

Tha poriion of the army to which I hava recently baen
atinched, the leit wing, had, pureuant to orders, b en in
Fendivess for several days to move agrinet the enewmy's
works when the auspicivus moment should arnive; in
other words, when ths troops which bad crossed the James
bad wnde the initiative attsck. A reconnoissance on our
front, in the directlon of the Soutbeide railroad, was made
yesterday by Gregy's cuvalry, which developed the fiet
that *ho enemy's pickst posts were on the Vaughan road,
their hendquicters beiug at u little chapel known as Poplar
Spring Chureh ; turther, that they bad blockaded the road
n short aistancs beyoud the church at a point whare it
pnased through a species of bayou.

Toduy, sboue noun, vur entire altacking force moved
from the works of the Filth Corps and spprosched the
euemy's position by diff-rent ronds, the grenter portion of
onr lime being oblhiged to swing arvund some miles to the
leit in urder 10 evade the swawps on our right front. The
ouly troops engaged were a portion of those which moved
slong the Vaugban rosd, eomprising the Sixteanth Michi-
gnn, the I'urty-fourth New York, and the Oue hundred snd
Lighteenth Peonsylvams, under eommand of Col. Gwyun,
of the latter regiment. ‘I.e division to which they wers
atiached, Gen. Ayres, feund the enemy rather nesrer our
lines than they had beeu discovered by Gregg, but in smail
foree ouly. ‘They were quickly driven back, following the
road uutil they bad passed the bayou of which 1 have
epoken, when they pussed to the right through an open
country, where our attaeking party arrived.

Here it was diseovered that through tuis open space the
encmy's works were thrown up. As they were Eulll: pa-
rallel with toe road, it became nec-ssary to changa the
front of Gur foree so that it would face the position. Tha
was quickly dove, the enemy shellng them meanwhils
from thres or four small guvos; then, with a cheer. awa

teen commenéed, and the progries made on the right ear-
riea ue within about six miles of that .devoted eity, whils
our left has been flung around snd now flavks Petersburg
on the west, spproehing to withio a short distance of the
Soullside railrond, 2

This move was initinted by the Tenth Corps, which bad
been ceeupying the front ngaiuet Petarsburg, on the south
sida of 1he Appomsttox, quietly withdrawAng from its po.
sition and moviog on Wedoesday night last, under cover of
dnrkness, to the north side of the James river st Deep
Bottom, the Eighteenth Corps having maanwhile crossed
at Riker's Lacding. After crossing the river the Tenoth
Corps, Msjor Gen. Birney commandiog, moved up the
New Market rond, snd the Eighteer th up the Variua road,
ntendiog to forin & junetion where these roads interseot
in front of the rebe] workas, about seven miles from Rich-
mond, where they would form & line of battle, with the
Eigbtveuth Corps on the leit and the Tenth Ciirps on the
right Kautz's cavaliy division, who also bad a part to
perform in the grand drama about to ba ensoted, after
soouriug the enuntry in front of the two corps, took its po-
sition on the lefi flank, and moved forwnrd along the Dar-
bytown road, thus effoctanlly providing against any ponsi-
bility of a sorlie avd flank sttack on thet side, whils the
right flavk was equally well protectod by the gunboats and
the river.

Nothing opposed the oowsrd movement of this foree
until they were sbout entering the pine woods on the north
side of the Aiken's farm, when their ekirmishers or ad-
vanoo guard wet the rebel pickets. Thess formed but a
slight obstruotion, beiog apeedily driven back and indoped
to seek shelter bebiod the front line of robel works, whioh
commence xt the river on Drury’s BIuff and run north
wardly ecme (hree miles, when they bear westward g il
they eunuact with the lino whieh forma the northern Jde
fencer of Richmond,

The portion of this line nearest the river nud in front ol
the Eighteenth Coipsis deseribed aa baing sery atrong,
with lour redoubts ot appropriste intervala and defended
by a emall firee well provided with artiliery of vatious
calibre,  ‘Lhat portion in front of the Lighteenth Corps
was nothing more than rifle-pite, defended only by infantry,
but these were in pretty strong foree, sod the rebels no
doubt enpposed them sufficient for any emergeney likely
tn oceur,

About eight o'elock yerlorday wornivg the Eighteauth
Corpe having spproached to within about hall & mile of
the robel work emerged from tho woods and eharged
nerona a field.  ‘The ficat divinon, which was in tho eentre,
suceeeded in diiving the rebels trom a portion of the
works in their frout, and not ouly c«ptured the works, but
took sixteen guns from the eocemy, fiva «f which wero
heary sicge guus.  This division also sufiered severely in
killed and wounded ; losing in tho sggregate sbout five
hundred wen killed, wounded, and wissing. The second
diviaion of the Eighteenlh Corps, which was on the leit
near the James river, also charged upon and sucoeedad in
earryng the works, but found it impracticable to hold all
the lines, ne that nearest the river waas exposed to an en-
filading firo from the rebel gunboats as we'l as to
the fire of the second line of the enemy's works, to
which their discomfitted forces bad withdrawn. After
gallantly striving for several hours to maintain their pusi_
tion, their left was compelled to withdraw from that por.
tion of the line nearest ths river, whare they foll hack to
the woods forming an angle with their right, which eon-
tinned to occupy the woiks they had captured.’

At the argle where the two portions of the sacond divi-
pion joined, our army beld one side of & redoubt and the
rebels the opposite wide, and the men on peither side dared
show their hesde nbove the parapets, lest they should be.
coma vietims to the accurate nim of the énemy on the op
posite side.  They still eontinued to oceupy this position,
and both parties are unwiiling to absadon (he work with-
out anotber countest, which may be expected at any mo
ment. 5

While the Eighleenth Corps were performing the feats
wo h.ve mentioned Gen, Payne's negro division of the
Tenth Corps moved up the New Market road, and between
9 sod 10 o’elock charged oo the enemy's rifla-pits on the
right of the KigBteenth Corps with bayoaets, and suceeeded
in oarrying the works, but not without a heavy loss to
themselves, Gen, Terrill's division of the Eighteenth

went our boye towards their adverssries’ stronghold.

Lhete is plenty of good evidence that the rebels hayé
promised themselves a daah Into the city, All their move-
meuts siuce tbey arrived east of Pilot Kaob bave been
directed to getting between the city and Gen. A. J Smith's
forces at Do Soto. They tore up the Iron Mountain rail
road and buroed the Buuth Big river bridge on Tuesday,
and then attacked our forces at Misersl Point. Wuile
these demonatrations were in progress, we sud 'enly bear
that three thousand rebel cavalry bave resched Richwood -
& small towa In Fraoklin county, 8 few miles directly weat
of De Boto. The Iatter place baving becor o our principal
wilitary station after the withdrawal from Mineral Poiot,
1t wus feared this morning that the next move of the rebels
wuould ba to strike the Iron Moustain railroad vorth of De
Boto, aud theo contipue their march towsrd Carondelot
But the report now eucrent is that they bave stru k the
Suuthwest Braneh reilroad near 8t Clair, sad are a'ming
to destroy the safroud bridge over the Meramee at Mosolls,
But Price has evidently intended to try a dash into our
eity, il the chances favor it, “T'he time when such a dash
might hnve beea successiul has pussed. and Price will now
try and capture Rolls, whera Gen. Jobn MeNeill com-
mands, a1 the same tine keeping up his attack on Pilot
Kuob,

Gon Ewing continued to hold out at Pilot Knob at laat
Accounts againat overwhoelming odds, All bia furces are in
the fort, on the Arcadia road, while the rebels hold the
town.  They were very indignant bacauss they found no
military stores in the place, and revenged themselves con
sequently upon the bapless inbabitauts, The fort held by
(Gen. Ewing mounts fuur eolumbisds, (:2-pounders, and six
light field pieces. It is well supplied with provisions,
smmunition, and water for a loug siege, but the rebels bave
gocupied Shepherd's Mountain, only one mils distant, w bich
completely commanpds the inside of the fort, and they have
got several pieces of artillery into position already, The
Inst report divect from Pilot Knob was to hali-pact twelce
o'clock on I'veaday, when the rebels were sheliing the furt
quite vigoroualy ; but Gen. Ewing's losses were light
Purties who left the Big River Dridge yesterday state that
heavy cannonading wos beard as Inte as eleven o'clock
yesterduy. Under & full knowledge of tha situation, sev-
oral members of Gen. Ewing's ataff, who remain in the
cily, think that it is bighly probable Lhe General hes been
foroed ere this to surrender [ He abandoued the fort and
e«caped to Harrisen Station, where, at the latest accounts,
ha was closely besieged. ]

By one of those uusceountable errors which now and
then oceur in military mausgement, an order ¢quivalent
to an evacuation of Pilot Kuob was given too late  Gen.
Ewing'e first inatructions were to hold the position. Know-
ing the daugeks that soon environed hm, he asked for au:
thority to abandon the place in a certain emergency. This
request was bandied about belween Gens. Smith and
Rosecraos until it was too lats. When the matter was
fiually referred back to Gen. Ewing with instructi ns to
use bis discretion, he immediately commenced the prepa-
rations to retire.  All his o mmissary and quartermaster
gtores were loaded in thres traing of ears, aud the who's
placed in charge of Capt. . Girvous, Ewing's quarter.
wnster, Capl. Garvens brought off ihe traios safuly, but
hardly crossed the SBouth Big riskr bridge five minates ere
the rebels appesred and applied the torch. A tslegraph cpe-
rator swugeled out of Pilot Knob on Tuesday P M., nod
he is the lust person known to bave left the place. The
rebels have entire possession of the railrosad from Pilot
KKnob to the Bouth Big Kiver bridge.

A fightat Miversl Poiot, on the railroad, took place om
Tueeday afternvon. A brigade of Gen. Smith's corps was
attacked by the rebels. The attack was repulsed, but our
forees subsequently withdrew to the North Big River
bridge. 'Ihe rebel loss was nearly fifty, our loss but seven.
The attack was by cavalry. Iudeed all their movemeuts
thus far have been made by cavalry. The on'y infantry
wecompanying Price i+ used as an escort to a wagon train
carrying supplies for the army.

The rebels bave captured Potosi, one of the oldest set-
Uements in the Btate and the eounty sest of Washington
connty. ‘Ihe attackiog foree numbered vearly six hun-
dred, to resist whom there wers thirty soldiers and one
hundred and thirty armed eitizens. The latter flad after
the firet fire, and the soldiers, save three, wers captured

double-quick of about one quarter of & wile, & leap scrose
the diteu of the works, und t.ey were ours.

I this fight our les hss been emall—four killed and
about ove hundred nod twenty wounded. Col Welch, of
the Sixteeuth Michigan, was killed, sud tha Major ot the
regunent, Partridgo, was badly woundod just as the eharge
for the works eommenced.  The ecemy lost & long line
of works, two furts, two pieces of artillery, nod about s
many men ne we did.  Wo eaptared about tifiy prisoners,
all diswbunted eavalry. It is evidant that the sucmy were
boldng tuis liue with & very slim guard.

0
AN ATTACK ON OUR LEFT.

ITEADQUARTERS AKMY OF THE POTOMAC,
October 2, (Sunday )

The enemy nttacked Gen. Ayer’s division yest rday morn-
ing, and we:e repulsed with beavy lows. This was the
enly fighting whioh took place ou the left yesterday, with
the exception of am attack by [ampton’s esvalry'on Gen,
Gregg, on the Vaughn rosd  The enemy were driven b ck
with considerable loss and some p1i oners.  Our loss was
very sl ght The enemy 18 now etrongly entrenched and
a battle uy oceur at ney moment

Our lossin Fricay'sfight is not yel definitely sacertainad,
but will not varywuch from what wae stated in yesterday's
letter.  The encmy elsim to bave eaptured a number of
prisonera from the Ninth Corps on that day.  Our troops
tonk some thirty prisooers yesterday, among whom is s
lisutennnt belorging to Gen. Bonhem's stuff,

A hesvy rein has prevailed all day, and binderod move-
inents to & considerable extent.

T L —
['TAE ENEMY HAVE FALLEN BACK TO THEIR
MAIN LINE OF WORKS,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TH® PoTOMAC,
October 2, 156 | — Kvening.

N flighting hss occurred on this line to-dny. The enemy
foll brek this morning to their main line of workas, which
runs from the Lead Works to the Southwide road, or near
it. This position ia s very alrong one, and cannot ensily be
carriod.

A division of the Seeond Corpa adyanesd to the Boynton
road, over whieh the euemy wagon their supplies to Petars-
burg. Two lines of works were found unoeenpied, only n
skirmish line opposing the advanece, and fslling back na our
troops went forward,  Near the Boynton rond very for-
midable works were fousd, babind which the cnrmy wers
pos-ed in heavy forea, It was not decmed advisable to
attack, and they fell back and cecupy a safo pusition. They
lost a few wounded in the advanee.

Our loen on Fridsy was greater than st first stated. The
total in killed, wonuded, and prisonsrs will foot up not far
from two thousaod, more than half of whom were taken
prisonera.  T'hia oseurred 1o eonsequence of & gap being
leit between & part of the Ninth and Fifth Corpas, through
whieh the enemy charged and flankad the second division
of the Ninth Corps.

TIE REBELS IN MISSOURIL

Great Eviitement Caused Ly the Ribil Invasion—
Miticary Blunder—Renel J‘!l‘u.‘f‘mﬂlfll dre.
Carrespondence of the New York Tribune.

S71. Lours, BEPTEMBER 29, 1564,

Priee’s invasion hms oreated a tremendous exoitement
in this eiy, caused by an spprebension that the rebols
mean toflouk sll our forces in the fic L1 of they can and muke
a dush on St Louis.  Theeity is by no means in u state of
wege; pecp'e come and go v usual; the railrosds to the
Enst arrive and depart regularly ; the steamboats the same,
and no stranger s molested or wade afraid on the street,
Even the wilitia guarde, which in former times demanded
your pawa or cerlifiests of exemption oo the corners, have
oot made their appesrance. Bnt business is suspended,
all stores clused, aud organization of cempanies aude regi-
ments progressing rapidly. There are several thousand
militis at Csmp sheridan, (site of the former Camp Juckeon. )
s battery of artillery s frowning upon Luess square in the
city, the fife and drum is heard every where, and the reenes
at headquarters are busy. All there indicate sometning
unusual, aud among thoee who know nothing of the real
situation there ia really considerable alarm.

and killed by the rebels. The county records and a large
amount of valusble private property fell a vietim to the
rebels,

Decidedly the most borrible afiair that has been record-
ed for many yoars is the atrocious msssacre of snldiers
snd eitizens on the North Miraouri railroad, st and year
Centralia, by a gang of bushwhackers under the infamons
Bill Anderson, whose cruelti=s upon Usion men in Carroll,
Buione, Howard, and other counties, hava been heretofors
meationed, Thia time Anderson even eclipsed the butsher
Quantrell.  His geug numbercd about one hundred and
seventy-five men. They had been chased out of Mnnroe
county, and suddenly made their appearance at Cent alia,
on ths North Misscuri railroad. The postmaster at Mexico,
the next station, Mr. Je#ies, furnishes an socount of what
fullowad. o eays:

“ ['ha eitiesns at first took them for the State militis.
Stortly after their arrival & gravel constraetion train oame
slong, which was seized and stoppad. A few winates
later the passenger teain from 8t Lonis arrived, whick
they also imm: diately seized. Threa eivilisos, 'who made
somo resistance, wers shot in the ears, and eiher killed
or wounded, and we o left on board. The other passen-
g, ineluding between thirty and forty soldiers, were all
ordored out of the eara and plundared of all their monay
and va'u bles.  As soon as the stripping was compiated
the vils miscreants commenced firiog upon their captives,
the unurmed soldiers, some of whom attempted to fmonpe
by runtng into the houses aad out iato the fields, but wers
puraued nod shot down ke wiid game.  I'wenty-four ot
‘b-se soldiers wore thur butebered, seven of whom wars -
of the First Tows osvalry, stationad at Mexion, and ten of
whom were disobarged soldiers, veterans rewrning to
their homen from Atlants, sfter a faithful thres y ars and
four wonths' rervics in the cause of their country, 1he fons
monuths being extrs service, geuerously given by them to
the Government  After these men were thus hunt-d and
sh t down their bodies were beaten, their beadas cut nff oc
hacked with swords, and evéry porsible indignity inflicted
upon them. Mr Roland, rxpress agent at Centralis, was
also nmong the killed.  ‘The murderous work haviog beea
accom habed, the torch waa applied to tha depot, aod the
train, containiog the threo wounded eivilinos, waa fired
and started on ita way up the road. It ran about sz miles
when it stopped and was slowly consnmed

' The bund then pussed on, and in about one Lour was
fullowod by Major Johoson snd his command Two or
threa milea beyond Centralia, in Boone eonaty, on the
farm of a Mr Fullenweider, of this city, Anderson hid
his men in the bushes, and awaited his pureuers, Major
Jobuson appresching the ambush, was fired upon. He
immedistely withdrow hia eommand, dismounting them,
aud tormed (o line of batt'a. At this mom-nt the guerrd!
Ins bur<t from tueir hiding place with fisree yell« nod
rapid fioing.  M-jor Jobnson's horses took (right snd left
him snd his men to wags the unequal contest on foot
They had delivered but one volley when the guernilas
were npon them, shooting, hacking, and slaying to the
right and left. The militia mwade oo stacd, seatered and
fledd in nil direetions. Eighty-six of their nuwber, iveludiog
Major Johnson, were killed in the very flald wiere they
di-mounted. Ten others wers found desd in the prairis
toward Centealisa, Out of the whole command of abint
one huodred snd fifty men, twenty-five were all that up
to our Intest advices had escaped

The end s not yet. It is war to the koife. Prics’s
triends bave raised the black flag—lst them abide the is-
sue—tha convequences are fearful—blood will Aow like
water, but flow it muut_.

POSITION OF GEN. CASS.

From the begioning of the secession movement
in the S.uth, and dul’ing the whole course of the
war, it is known that the venerable (fon Cass has
most zealously sustained the eanse of :he_ (Fovera-
ment against its armed encwics. [t having boen
represented that this distinguished sratesmun had
declared his intention to vote for Mr. Lincoln at
the comiog election, we take pleasure in reproduc-
ing the subjoined letter, which suflicicntly disposes
of this nnfounded romor:

. DeTroIT, SEPTEMBER 28, 1864,

Diar Sir: Tha state of wy health has coufined me
to the house for some monthe, and prevents me from se-
gepling your invitation to atteod the meeling Lhis fvening
at the MeUlellsn Clut:.ul‘ the First Ward. But 1 avail
mysell of this opportunity to say that I approve the somi-
ustion of Gen. McClellso, sud shall vote for him st the
next Presicential election if able to attend the polls.

Wishiog that success may reward your exertions,

I am, dear sir, respeotfully yours,

W. 8; BippLg, Eaq.

LEW. CABS.



